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UNIQUE—FASCINATING—ONCE ONLY RA 
STERNWHEELER CRUISE/TOUR TO THE OREGON COAST 


APRIL 28-30, 1984 


; ORIA ON 4 
RAK SUPERLINER TRIP; SAIL LONGVIEW TO AST , 
STERNWHEELER “COLUMBIA GORGE”; MOTOR-COACH vataha ( 
OREGON COAST—WILLAMETTE VALLEY—INCLUDES TW 
OVERNIGHT HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS. 


EATTLE-TACOMA-OLYMPIA DEPARTURES. 
$059 PER PERSON - DOUBLE OCCUPANCY. 


In Tacoma 572-5850 
CONTACT TRAVEL CENTER Eile Gestneeanrats 


OR WRITE: 1201 PACIFIC AVE, TACOMA WA 98402 


Weekdays 10-5 


For the tdp to sult your personality, call: 
Sylvia. Blishak 


Ted Blishok (415) 326-7330 
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"ON THE COVER 


Engineer’s drawing of the Burrard Station of Vancouver B.C.’s Regional Rapid 
Transit system, now under construction. Only 2 kilometers of the system's 21.4-km 
line is oscitl Lo8 This section, between Stadium Station and Burrard Station, used 
the existing Dunsmuir Tunnel. Built in 1931 toall freight and passenger trains to travel 
between Vancouver harbor and False Creek, the tunnel will find a new use. 


LETTERS 


Several letters in recent issues of RTN take 
issue with Mr. Andrew Selden’s criticisms of 
Amtrak’s performance during the recent holiday 
period (see RTN 283). These letters make the 
point that pleasant, uneventful trips also occur 
on Amtrak and that the beleaguered corporation 
has enough critics without rail travel advocates 
adding to the chorus. 

Lam afraid that if we close our eyes to the 
service problems and inconsistencies of Amtrak, 
we will only invite further decline in the quality 
of service now being provided. Yes it was cold 
and, yes, there was snow this past holiday season, 
but there was no excuse for Amtrak to complete- 
ly fall apart as it did. Winters are known to 
bring cold temperatures and snow and they gen- 
erally come once every year, usually at about the 
same time. If Amtrak must resort to using buses 
to enable passengers to reach their destinations 
{and VIA had to resort to using aircraft in Wes- 
tern Canada!) then what kind of a trans ortation 
system are we offering the public—and the tax- 
payer—for their money? 

Weather can produce delays and a certain 
degree of delay would no doubt be tolerated by 
the traveling public. But how does one explain 
lack of peovwmloning of diners and cafes, lack of 
heat and adequate waitin space at Chicago 
Union Station, lack of information from person- 
nel os lack of apologies from Amtrak manage- 
ment 

American Airlines encountered weather prob- 
iems as well, and while American isn’t always 
perfect, it is, as Mr. Selden states, a professional 
transportation company. Until Amtrak can 
prove that it too is a professional transportation 
organization, rail’s share of the travel market 
will shrink or at best remain static at the relative- 
ly low level it has been at for the past twenty 
years. Pretending that all is basically well and 
that people who travel at peak times should ex- 
pect disruption and chaos will certainly not make 
the situation any better. 

Kevin McKinney, Publisher 
Passenger Train Journal 
Homewood, Illinois 

Like C. W. Brehm (letters, RTN 284), I do not 
travel during peak periods; I just finished an en- 

joyable 7-train trip from Minnesota to Florida 
and back in late January. 

Brehm seems to think that if he and I, not 
being “amateurs” and able to travel when we 
wish, experience satisfactory (on balance) 
treatment and service, then it is out of order to 
complain when Amtrak cannot perform for the 
masses of “amateurs” (if Brehm means fools he 
should say so) at peak travel times. 

There are not enough people like Brehm and 
me to justify Amtrak’s existence. The peak per- 
iod customer is paying good money for service 
and, stupid tho he may be, he will not patronize 

trak again if treated in the manner Selden 
recounts. 

Essentially Brehm says the intelligent traveler 
will not use Amtrak in the summer or at Christ- 
mas. Maybe so, but the logical and economical 
conclusion from this premise is that Amtrak 


should not operate in these periods until it can 
provide service that the intelligent traveler will 
patronize, 

Both Brehm and R. N. Ballou (RIN 284) 
seem to think that news publications should 
balance the good news with the bad. I read news 
pobicaons for the news—good, bad or mixed. 

he news this past i was that Amtrak 
took money from thousands or tens of thousands 
of customers and then treated them in a manner 
pisranteed to keep them off passenger trains 


or life. 
teat G Otto _ 
eapolis, Minnesota 

In reference to Clyde Brehm’s letter on Andrew 
Selden’s Ice Follies article: I take offense at the 
suggestion that I, and millions of others, are "am- 
ateurs”’ and sort of aoee because we might have 
occasion or need to take a trip during busy travel 
peat Really, Mr. Brehm, not ev 


person or 
mily can restrict their travel to ig da i of 


October! Do air and bus peeucogess have to avoid 
trips during the summer, the winter, the ist- - 
mas Dokiders Thanksgiving, etc. ? No, I have to 
say that I find Mr. Brehm’s Losers oie way off 
the mark. I have to agree with Mr. Selden: we 
can and should expect a lot more from Amtrak. 
James E. Cane 
San Francisco, California 


In ead to the criticism of Andy Selden’s 
trip article, I'd like to relate an incident that 
occurred two years ago. After a number of un- 
successful sales pitches to my co-workers to tay d 
Amtrak, I finally convinced one of them to take 
Amtrak to Chicago/Milwaukee during Christmas 
of 1981. Traveling with her two-month-old 
Le she had nothing to eat all the wey 
from Rawlins to Chicago except a package o 
nuts and two beers because the dining car was 
understocked and no food was added enroute. 
Needless to say, upon her return she told 

everyone she knew in our small hal pies town 
about her horrible trip. In spite of a very nice 
personal letter from Gene Eden of Amtrak, who 
not only apologized but also sent a voucher 
that she could use for any future Amtrak trip, 

is person will still recount her unfortunate 
experience any time the a api of travel by 
Amtrak is brought up (which is less frequently 
since Amtrak solved the problem by dropping 
our only service). In spite of the many enjoya- 
ble Amtrak trip experiences I had related to the 
people I worked with, only one of them has 
traveled by train since this woman returned with 


er story. 

Mr, Selden is right on the mark when he states 
that the peneaion edit (at least the non-Grey- 
hound segment) has come to expect airline-type 
standards when they travel. The stories you will 
hear repeatei most often art the “horror” stories. 

As tor Mr, Brehm’s remarks about ‘‘amateur” 
travelers, unfortunately some of us non-business 
types can’t always schedule our trips for the 
“off-peak” season, and should be able to plan on 
using Amtrak service any time of the year. As an 
acquaintance of Mr. Selden’s, I can attest to the 
fact that he was looking forward to the trip, and 
had even offered to escort some close friends of 
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“negative” experience as Mr. Brehm wron; 
he would not have dragged his w: 
5-month-old son along with him. 
Charles S. Tubman 
Lander, Wyoming 

Of all the letters in RTN 284 criticizing Sel- 
den’s expose of Amtrak’s Christmas fiasco and 
otherwise discussing the inclement weather issue, 
not one of them got close to the core of the prob- 
= It is — to er ost the subject simply 

taking it for gran t a train trip at 
Christmas is going to be a disaster and that the 
Chicago maintenance base arbitrarily has a break+ 
ing pomt. This is capitulation of the worst kind. 
The railroads in former years operated under no 
such assumptions even when they carried all the 
nation’s holiday mail in addition to the passen- 
gers. It might be added that the same snow fell 
on the airlmes at Christmas and the temperature 
was no different at O’Hare Airport from what it 
was at Chicago Union Station, yet their opera- 
tions did not fall apart. It is purely the same 
story of mis-management all over s 

core of the problem is no different from 

the shortcoming that consistently plagues Amtrak- 
*s ability to ‘orm competently—their continual 
starvation for equipment. Line line of cars 
stand on the rip track at Beech Grove awaiting 
repairs from wreck damage, routine maintenance 
or overhaul while 53 _— forces are diverted 
awa) mi this vital work preparing equ: it 
for the AUTO TRAIN which never hioald have 
been started until the rest of the house was in 
order—not to mention the contract for 
subway cars which not only removed workezen 
from more important projects but irritated Con- 
— from districts where private-sector car 

uilder shops are located. Trams were delayed 
for hours waiting for others to arrive so that cars 
could be snatched and sent back out due to the 
desperate shortage of equipment. 
reserve to draw on, 

Reports show that over 25 Superliner cars 
were cooing their wheels at Beech Grove while 
the “Ice Follies” were being played, three of 
which had been sitting there since late in 1980. 
These cars had plenty of company with scores of 
Amfleet and Heritage cars which were also in 
sick bay in a similar predicament, This is not to 
mention the several hundred remaining Budd- 
built stainless steel cars not yet converted to 
HEP that could be rebuilt and placed in service 
economically but are being sold off instead. 

There are complaints that a lot of problems 
in Chicago resulted from trains freezing up while 
being moved from the yards to the station with 
no electrical connections possible during the 
move. ”s equipment roster shows ten 
HEP power cars on the roster, four of which 


ours as far as Chicago, If he were out aeking a 
ife aa 


was no 


are in storage. Did Amtrak think of coupling § 
one of these power cars to each switcher to pro- _ 
Apbarensly tied wbret thinks they jest ice che 
aren never $ just letthe = 
dommes: eis eflar / 


happen and make no rt to prepare 
in advance, f 
M.D. Monaghan bl 
Director-at- . NARP } 
Garland, Texas j 
Jan 27, 1984—a day that will live in infamy! } 
@ 


You've got to hand it to Clay rae he had the 
GALL to have Oklahoma’s Congressmen and 
Senators waiting for weeks, have them come to 
him, so that he could kick 3 million Oklahomans 
in the teeth! He has a lot of Gall to tell Okla- 
homa that ridership A viele bipereae on a LONE 

STAR restored, would not warrant the train 
unless... Some call it “bri extortion-brow- 
beating-bulldozing-blackmail,” Claytor has some 
Gall to say that thousands will be denied riding 
the LONE STAR not one cn, Oklahoma but 
also from Chicago to Ft. Worth. This man with 
the Gall has 31 scheduled trains southbound a 
from NY to Washington in the current timetable, — 
Some of these are 3- and 4-car trains, at times 
carrying only 50-60 passengers. They are unnec — 


cessary, extremel: ensive money losers and 
Claytor ha sthe Gall act as tho nothing was. 
wrong. The Pe: Ivania RR carried more pas- 


aeneces in 1947 between NY and Washington. 
with fewer trains than does now. PRR % 
trains were long, #88 hourly, There is no neces ~ 
sity to run NE Corridor trains every 30 minutes 
as Amtrak does now. Hourly trains out of NY. 
Gry are enough in 1984. The money that Am- 
trak has ‘squandered in the NE Corridor would | — 
more than pay for a restored LONE STAR... 2 

James A. McClellan a 
Wichita, Kansas 7 
Really congratulate you and express my ap- 
prdcsenien pe 2s RTN i time.” Emagine pee o 


ting both Jan issues in Jan ! ‘ 
‘Regarding "the Chicago ‘Amteak facility.” |) 
Well, at least this time they didn’t have to send 
whole trains down south to thaw out. Yes, some” 
freezings, resulting in delays, But who ever } 
dreamed of such COLD—is this Siberia? / 
Of course, there were the foulups—beautifully 
reported by Andy Selden. And I’m sure publica- 
tion of these reports will help Mr. Claytor to 
avoid their recurrence. This was a good lesson 
for e body. In the future the trains can and 
should run acceptably even in COLD holiday 
nea seasons. 
le look to you for the facts, not coverup. 
You're giving us the facts, not coverup. Facts 
for progress, not for cstenpeec ay Me doing it 
right and well. We are in your debt. 
Robert J. Swan 
Long Beach, California 


re 
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BOOKS 


® NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC PICTORIAL 
is an 81: softbound penton book on the 
SP’s subsidiary between Eureka and Marin Co., 
Fox, California photographer 
‘OX, a ‘ornia photo; 
ok -s t-day 


western 
resist this volume. Available at $10.95 from the 
author at 5S710 Park Meadow Dr, Naperville 
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IL 60540. IL residents must add sales tax. 
Book size 11%4x8%. 


® GROWING UP WITH TRAINS Ii—subtitled 
“A Northern California Album”—is a a 
volume to “Growing up with Trains” lished 
PO teeth, which covered Southern ‘ornia. 
his 11 oa cin 11x8% volume is by 
Richard ‘imer and Ted Benson. Among 
the 190 photos are 16 Le ed of color, all captur- 


ted, an 

er trains. The technical oO ; 
Fhocos and reproduction is superb, making this ; 
a book that train lovers won’t able to pass up. 
Published in Jan by Interurban Press, Box 7 | 
Glendale CA 91205. Price is $18.95 (mail orders © 
add $1.10 p&h, and sales tax in Calif. ). 


_ © IRON MEN AND COPPER WIRES by Wil- 
liam S, Myers, just published by Interurban Press, 
is a Centennial History of the Southern Califor 
nia Edison Company. The book fills in man 
gaps in the history of So. Calif. as it traces the 


many predecessors, Also covered are the San 
Joaquin & Eastern Rwy, Holton Inter-Urban Rwy, 
poe Berbice & piaibae “a ying twy, and the © 
‘ic Elec o i reg 
volved with Edison's fora eee 


‘ 256 pages, 700 
pret of the region’s electric utilities inter Hep wg that $1 aes Z Garieonie 

cent and is the first and 00! or ordering info, aul 
chronicle the history of the Edison Co. and tes _ | listing above, cakbO Lanes, 


AST COAST REPORT, 


By Theodore W. Scull . 


runic Jersey Transit is continuing aggressive marketing of its bus and rail services 
The ads begin by describing P.T. Barnum’s 1896 circus that featured the. Ei Nictiales 
carriage and how in 1984 driving itself has become a aria circus, i epaeore y 


the an ena during the re-electrification work 


ains of 8.6% in the past 12 
distance coaches. tok he Seance Mesermulens 
Cross-Hudson ferry articles made the New York Times for five straight i 
ae 6, because oe youe who is anyone seems to be for the idea, Ai eyaiet, Hilal 
ans i now mere. y in the speculative see One proposal would use the old Jersey 
a Terminal in Jersey City (abandoned Apr 1967) for a ferry service to South Fer- 
ry, the terminal for the present Staten Island service. The boats, soon to be ordered for 
i Staten Island Ferry route’s a ear hours, would be vorrowed from the city for 
. rush hour. However, Jersey ity Mayor Gerald McCann does not want his city’s 
an erdeveloped parkland turned into one vast parking lot. One major problem would 
e, unless the ferry service operates all day, commuters would be unable to reach their 
ae dain non-rush hours, apart from a circuitous PATH and bus route via Journal 


Trucking tycoon Arthur Imperatore says that he could have a fe ing i 
ae from Weehawken toa Hachation waterfront site he has bought at West 38th. 
ene Ber i. a ppt colic Ly DR osoagdec his passengers leaving their cars in the 
F est Shore Railroad i i i 
a establishing i baad bee route to Aes eal ag pink es 
'w commuters would opt for this obstacle course, tho wh planned ° 
front community comes into fruition over the next 20 years, Se service ight 
actually be necessary. Still, the biggest drawback is the Manhattan site, as a volume 
ferry would disgorge all its riders at one time, overwhelming the ability of buses to 
henge the load. A light rail Fie using articulated streetcars, however, could absorb 
. Maeriog bog well as serve the new Convention Center and line Penn Station, the Port 
He ority Terminal and Grand Central and run the length of 42nd Street to the 
k phone requires numberous interlock: rather than piecemeal 
b most promising site for a ferry is the Hoboken Terminal, as it is w 
he by NJ Transit trains, and some buses. PATH is not much of a factor because 
‘ew riders would switch to a ferry once already aboard PATH. Hoboken itself is a 
growing bedroom community, and the planned development just north of the terminal 
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on the site of the Port Authority piers would generate even more ferry traffic. The 
problem comes in choosing a Manhatten landing that does not duplicate a PATH desti- 
nation. It must be reriereeved that the Erie-Lackawanna Railroad did not abandon its 
ferry riders when it terminated boat service to Barclay Street in Nov 1967. It was the 
other way around, and in the end there were only 2000 individual ferry commuters, down 
from 100,000 before the trans-Hudson railroad was built. 

A landing near Battery Park might be the best location even using the current South 
Ferry slips to save money, as this location with many nearby office buildings is a 15-min 
walk from the PATH Terminal in the World Trade Center. A ferry run to West 42nd St 
might be considered if the light rail system were in place, again as the PATH Terminal 
at 32nd Street is ten blocks south. 

Ferries are very expensive to build and run, so the scale of operations is crucial, as is 
the need to employ the boats and crews outside the rush hours. The 70,000 daily riders 


on the Staten Island Ferry pay exactly 12% cents each way for a ride that costs $1.65 to 


operate. No new operation would have the political clout to run such a deficit. 

Personally, I would like to see full-service ferries crossing the Hudson every day of the 
week to serve commuters and casual travelers, but a great deal of planning is needed to 
ie the boats with the connecting transportation facilities and desired destinations. 
And some waterfront development has to come first. 

ahs 

Transit Authority President David L. Gunn has permanently pulled all 871 Grumman 
Fixible buses off the streets of New York because of continually appearing defects, send- 
ing them into storage at the Brooklyn Army Terminal for possible sale. Nearly 306 
reserve buses were put back on the streets, allowing the Transit Authority to operate at 
90% of capacity for its 1.7 million daily riders. Longer waits and more crowding will 
result until a solution is found to the bus shortage. 

While New York’s streets are more punishing than most cities’, Hartford, Chicago, 
Los Angeles and NJ Transit have all had problems with the undercarriages and steering 
columns. Houston sold its Flxible fleet two years ago, getting about $4500 for buses 
that cost between $99,000 and $121,000 each. The blame is divided among Flxible 
for shoddy workmanship, the Federal government for an inappropriate design for 
heavy-duty operations, and the TA for accepting a bus that demonstrated roblems 
from day one. In the street below my apartment, most of the M-30 route buses now 
accelerate to a new tune—the harsher tones of straining older motors replacing the 
soft purr of the Grumman buses and their squeaking brakes. 

kik 

Commuters using Metro-North trains into Grand Central will have the added con- 
venience, by 1987, of being able to exit the terminal from the north end of the plat- 
forms to the street when a new pedestrian passage is completed. The design work has 
already been assigned. Presently, riders leaving the rear cars of the trains must walk 
the entire length of the train to leave the station, then double back if their offices are 
above 43rd Street. A similar plan at Penn Station would allow LIRR riders to exit the 
platforms at 8th Avenue for destinations further west. 

ake 

Much has been written about Amtrak shutting ticket offices at its stations because 
of insufficient volume. Well, the Long Island RR recently closed Woodmere Station 
on Saturdays and Sundays because the agents were selling only 20 tickets an hour, the 
lowest rate of sales in Nassau County. ' 

Amtrak’s 7:30am BEAR MOUNTAIN received a brief ae in business on Feb 8 
when Jackie Kennedy and her entourage of gS ik i ed two reserved cars 
for their trip to Albany to do battle with religious leaders over the landmark status 
for houses of worship. The immediate focus is on St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal 
Church on Park Avenue, which is seeking to tear down its community house and re- 
place it with a 59-story office building to raise money for its ministry—especially 
programs for the poor. The Fol may be one of the most crucial and interesting to 
watch since the “Save Grand Central” campaign. Then (1975), this writer joined 
Jackie Kennedy on the $60 roundtrip special express from New York to Washington. 
Grand Central still stands. 

* 


wk 
Buffalo’s new light rail system is full of structural flaws in the construction of its 
tunnels and reinforced concrete girders and in the proportion of water in the concrete 
mix, according to Federal inspectors. The system is scheduled to open in about a year. 
In Toronto, the railroad yards that separate the city’s waterfront from the main 
downtown section may be sold for development if approval for the plan is given all 
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Along the route of the SKEENA. George Burton photographed the sta- 
tion at Smithers, B.C. Westbound train 9 is visible to the left of the sta- page 
tion. 8850-ft Hudson Bay Mountain towers behind the building. The 

photographer's wife, Marian, is in the foreground. Date was Oct 3, 1983. 


down the line. Both Canadian Pacific and Canadian National are putting the land up 
for sale, and the present scheme does not call for the demolition of the magnificent 
Union Station. ate 


In Philadelphia, David Gunn sent a farewell message to SEPTA riders, after 4% ycars 
on the job as SEPTA General Manager. Paoli Local riders heard that an Amtrak em- 
mee missing from the Bryn Mawr switching tower for two hours during the morning 
tush on Jan 23 was tie cause for the train delays. A new SEPTA flyer carefully ex- 
eat in six easy steps, the use of the Fast Fare machines at Subarban Station. SEPTA 

trolleys & Trains 1984 Calendar has an historical theme and is available at $3 at various 
locations in Philadelphia. 

A recent ride ona apr tone New York City subway went as follows: boarded a 
no. 6 Brooklyn Bridge, Manhattan Lexington Avenue Local at 68th Street, which 
switched over to the express platform at Grand Central and was renumbered a no. 5 
Express to Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn. At 14th Street there was another Express 
ahead stalled in the station because the gap fillers would not retract, so the no. 5 I was 
riding went back to the local tracks, remaining an express and not stopping at any of 
the local stations. At Brooklyn Bridge the local tracks run out, and the train went 
back to being an express on express tracks tho all the signs still referred to it as a no. 6 
Local to Brooklyn Bridge. The conductor had a lot of explaining to do along the way. 


EN LT 
RAIL CANADA 


VIA RAIL PRESIDENT Pierre Franche in a Jan 11 press conference defen i 
company’s performance Cee the past Christmas snc so stron Sitceeta 
the press. He noted that 314,000 passengers were carried in the oe sae of the holiday 
oa season (Dec 15-Jan 5), and that only three trains were cancelled durint that time. 

e indicated that people think that trains are more of an all-weather mode than they 
ae are. A major blame By ite wee ye placed on VIA’s steam-heated equip- 
:“...until we run new electrically-heated equipment, it will h i 
the temperature drops that low [40 telow oe Estee 

EFFECTIVE JUNE 3, a full-service train comprised of baggage car, coaches, dining 
and jes cars will run between es and Edeontct, and will connect with the 
CANADIAN in Winnipeg and the SKEENA in Edmonton. By fall, subject to equipment 
dameare tri-weekly. service will be restored from Moncton to Edmundston. ee of 
June 3, VIA proposes to replace trains 48 and 49 with a new daily morning service from 
Toronto to Ottawa. (There is still time to comment on this plan by writing the Canadi- 
an Transport Commission, the Federal Transport Minister and Members of Parliament.) 
Effective June 3, VIA proposes to introduce 6-days a week service and same day return 
service to Port Hawkesbury to Moncton and nalts This will require that one of the 
mo ee: a any. e ee 6 i a week, with a run-thru to Sydney on 

me ney-Halifax on Sundays. i is wi 
HE aoe = teeees ee ae arly in 1986 the Gare du Palais will reopen 


THE E&N RAILWAY 


on Dec 27, 121 pas- 
sengers boarded in 
Victoria, and 172 pas- 
sengers arriving in 

, Victoria set a record, 
with 23 taxis meeting 
, the train. One RDC 


door po ar to 
ing be- 
tween cars safer. 


b 


t 


THE ONTARIO GOVERNMENT will purchase new intercity bi-level passenger rail 
equipment from CANCAR Rail Services.in Thunder Bay to serve the northeast rail 
corridor from Toronto-up to Timmins and Kapuskasing, starting in 1986. The an- 
nouncement was made in:North Bay Jan 27. In Thunder Bay, a similar announcement 
was made by VIA and Ontario’s Ministry of Transportation & Communications on the 
Federal Governement’s decision to undertake the development of new bi-level equip- 
ment that could be used on VIA’s transcontinental route. With the Federal Govern- 
ment, Ontario will enter into a research and development program with CANCAR— 
formerly owned by Hawker Siddeley Canada and recently purchased by Urban Trans- 

ortation Development Corp.—leading to the purchase by the Province of two trainsets. 
These will be used in the Ontario corridor and will serve as the prototype for a ; 
“regional” train that could be used elsewhere in Canada and the U.S. The program will 
be undertaken with a $1 million commitment by UTDC and $1 million from the Fed- 
eral Government. Ontario Northland Chairman Wilf Spooner said the railroad is invest- 
igating the replacement of the aging equipment on its Moosonee run and in summer, the 

OLAR BEAR EXPRESS, and revising some of its bus routes to bring them more into 
line with the rail schedule. The new bi-level trains will actually debut in Vancouver at 
Expo ’86. From there, they will travel east to inaugurate ONR’s new service in fall ’86. 

BLANKETS AND PILLOW will be rented to coach passengers for $2 on the CAN- 
ADIAN on an experimental basis. In late December the CANADIAN arrived late for 
two weeks due to severe weather in the Prairie regions. VIA keeps a spare trainset 
in Vancouver, but no motive power. This resulted in late departures from Vancouver 
on train 2, When the weather warmed up a bit on the Prairies, things normalized. 

HEARINGS ARE BEING held on proposed discontinuance of the Thunder Bay- 
Sioux Lookout service. 


RL 
URBAN-SUBURBAN TRANSIT 


LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD was adding two westbound and five eastbound trains 
to its repulee Sunday/Holiday schedule for President’s Day, Monday Feb 20. 

BAY RIDGE BRANCH of Conrail will be taken over by the LIRR. The NY State 
Transportation Commissioner said on Feb 9 than an agreemtn on the sale of the 9.8- 
mile line had been reached. The branch is a freight line. 

A BRITISH RAILBUS is expected to be tested this summer on SP tracks between 
Novato and Larkspur in Marin County CA, where transit officials are hoping to 
establish rail commuter service on rails being abandoned by SP. 

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION‘s Executive Committee 
on Feb 16 sidestepped the raging political controversy over two competing choices 
for San Francisco Peninsula projects that are looking for funds, by failing to recom- 
mend either the BART extension to S.F. Airport or the extension of the Peninsula 
rail commute line into downtown San Francisco. The full MTC will meet after we go 
to press to finalize the Commission’s endorsement of rail projects that will be allowed 
to seek Federal funding; BART’s Board chairman Arthur Shartsis said that he feels cer- 
tain the MTC will reverse itself then and suport the BART extension. Only two days 
earlier, the S.F. Board of Supervisors came out in support of the commute line exten- 
sion. That was considered a “major defeat” for the city’s mayor and for many of the 
MTC staff. Caltrans, which runs the commute line, had done heavy political lobbying 
and had managed to get Board of Supervisor support from all three counties thru which 
the commute service runs. In its Feb 16 action, the MTC committee approved support 
of the following Oca (1) to be built immediately (some of these are underway): 
S.F. Muni Metro loop construction at Embarcadero Station; BART terminal and yard 


in Colma; San Jose’s Guadalupe light rail line; and new e uipment for Peninsula commute 


line. (2) To be built within six years: extension of §.F. Muni Metro lines J-Church and 
along the Embarcadero to SP station; extension of BART from Concord to North Con- 
cord; construction of a BART station in Dublin, connecting it to the BART line by 
means of a “super bus” system; connecting Oakland Airport with BART’s Coliseum 
station by an “automate pusewey and relocation of the San Jose commute train 
station to connect with the Guadalupe light rail line. Observers were muspriaed by the 
high priority the MTC committee anid these five projects. The BART S.F. Airport 
extension and Peninsula commute line extension remained with seven other projects 
in a “construction by turn of the century” category. ; 
page 8 (continued on page 19) 


SASS Eee ee 
Mass. ARP Meets 


BY PETE ROEHM 


On Feb 4, NARP Region I held its an- 
nual meeting under the chairmanship of 
Mass ARP’s President, Kevin Gregoire, at 
the Skyline Inn, Springfield MA. — 

I arrived on the milk run of Peter Pan 
Bus Line, one of the region’s strongest 
motor catriers and one that has always had 
a problem with Amtrak regaining business 
thru central Massachusetts. Not being on 
the express bus, which I missed by min- 
utes, I was late to the meeting and to the 
comment on such matters as Mass, 403-b 
and Cape Cod. Cape Cod remains two 
summers away, altho this summer 
when Boston’s Southeast is 
under reconstruction would have been the 
ideal moment to get it going, as would the 
summer of 1985. Alas, it won’t happen 
until 1986. Poor planning again from the 
Commonwealth. 

The afternoon’s first speaker was Geor- 
ge Campbell, once Maine Transportation 
Commissioner and now AVP for Intermo- 
dal for Guilford Transportation Industries 
(B&M-MEC-D&H) as well as the President 
of Boston & Maine Express, the Guilford 
truck line. With the D&H just having been 
taken into the GTI family one month be- 
fore, the GTI system now has 2700 miles 
of its own and 1300 on trackage rights 
from Woodland ME to Buffalo and from 
Montreal to Washington. 

Campbell first passed out First Editions 
of the new Guilford Express, the quarterly 
employee journal which shows a very pro- 
fessional quality and plenty of color, most 
by Maine rail photographer Ron Johnson. 
The centerspread is a 2-page GTI system 
map of much detail. Copes are available to 
anyone who requests them from GTI in 
Portland ME. 

The principal target of GTI is the track- 
age and this is where the initial sums will 
be invested so that speeds can be 40-60mph. 
More locomotives are also be acquired, 
and all will bear individual r 


other brand new train, Aroostook Flyer (in 
Bangor & Aroostook). The 
Maine Central had not handled any potai 
since 1978 but since Jan 10 until the end of 
the month some 140 loads were handled on 
the new Flyer. Guilford is open to passen- 
gers and looks forward to so ndling 
them at least to Portland, altho the econom- 


ics of rae are not poh gine GTI is dedi- 
cated to becoming a total transportation 
company and “if here is a buck to be 
made in transportation, a betray fete 

The second speaker was 
District Manager of Amtrak’s Empire Divi- 
: nm, who tae comments as well as 

Owing films, luding one on Amtrak 
oo leer as well as the ICG’s “ 
Death,” made in 1925, with some 
very good action shots of To steam trains. 

Arcuri discussed the new West Side Con- 
nection on Manhattan’s West Side, ad 
that for now trains off the Empire Division 
would ee: at Penn —— and not 

thru. switching to Penn Station 

m Grand Central, Amtrak would save 
six to eight minutes in time and would 
gain an estimated 254,000 riders. Overall 
operating costs would decrease and pre- _ 
sent commuter rail delays below Po 
keepsie, especially from Mott Haven : 
would be eliminated. Presnetly Am 
handles 2000 passengers at on 16 
trains, but 14,000 daily at Penn with 94 
trains. Asked about running the trains on 
south, the discussion centered on the need 
to put in a wye at the 30th Street yard so 
that trains could back out to head south 
or possibly run them thru Penn to Sunny= 
side and have them loop there and come 
back into Penn headed the right way, but 
none of this would happen until the New 
York operation was bug-free. There was 
also a mention of New York State’s think- 
ing of chopping the 403-b assistance to 
Niagara Falls trains other than the one 
that goes thru to Toronto, and having 
them terminate in Syracuse. 

Lastly came Barry Williams, No. 2 man 
at NARP, who was an hour late as he rode 
the SPV-2000 unassisted from New Haven 
and it did not make it (his return a, 4 was 
two SPV’s but with a black RS-3 to help 
them along). The Silver Slugs (Barry’s 
chosen name) have been having a great 
deal of trouble in bad weather and Budd 
has not been able to do much about it— 
so much for modern Budd reliability! 

There will be no Oklahoma service un- 
less Oklahoma O.K.’s 403-b assistance, but 
since the state is in financially bad 
this is very doubtful. There will be a 
OF NEW ORLEANS connection, but at 
Centralia off the Southern Railway from 
St. Louis. Thus there will be thru cars 
from Kansas City and St. Louis thru to 
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New Orleans via Centralia, and in time for 
the World’s Fair. 

The CARDINAL may see aschedule 
change where the overnight portion is made 
between Chicago and Ashland rather than 
as now in West Virginia. AUTO TRAIN 
will not go daily for now, as the ridership 
is not what had been hoped. The new Pro- 
vidence station will be built in a less desired 
location, but since the plans call for it to 
straddle the tracks, the issue of locomotive 
pollution has been raised, upsetting the Pro- 
vidence powers a bit. 

As for Boston’s South Station—There is 
a $62 million shortfall which results from 
bad planning, costing and other tricks in the 
trade; felt that Massachusetts could 
find some $47 million at least. New York’s 
Penn Station may be finished and open be- 
fore Boston even gets started! 

After Barry came Pete Roehm with an 
update on how to get to Boston’s northern 
suburbs via B&M for the next several 
months, as well as original study figures on 
the North Station-South Station connection 


originally studied 10 years ago: then the cost 


was ree million just for the connection, 
and $280 million for the depressed highway. 
The current cost for the highway and a third 
tunnel toward the airport is at least $2.4 
billion. More on this in another issue. — 
There also arose discussion of the 
New England Metroliners, with mixed re- 
views. One gentleman who works for a 
travel agency recently made the trip toa 
full house and thought it was excellent. 
My own experience (5 trains) has been 4 


over a half-hour late (old schedule) and 
one on time (new schedule), which would 
have been late under the old schedule. My 
own experience has been that no more 
than 40 passengers ride per trip (confirmed 
by conductors) in most cases—Fridays are 
exceptions. The Metroliner is only 11mins 
faster than the YANKEE CLIPPER, but 
costs twice as much, and for the additional 
money one gets a couple of ten-cent hors 
d’oeuvres and free munchies in the lounge; 
one still pays for drinks and food. I feel 

as do some others that the Metros should 
be replaced with a two-class service where 
the first class is exactly that: Metroclub 
cars similar to the PRR’s original Metro- 
liners (swivel chairs, one row per side) with 
two free drinks, snacks, but full cost for 
food served at one’s seat. There should be 
the cafe-lounge car between the first-class 
car (the entire car would be this class) and 
the coach section. Run it around the old 
MERCHANTS schedule and promote it for 
all it is worth. But the coach section would 
draw regular riders who would pay full 
lounge and diner prices, but their numbers 
would help pya for the running of the 
train. Is this so difficult? 

After the meeting, Bill Ensign arranged 
with the owner of the old Springfield Un- 
ion Station to take us on a quick walk of 
the interior of this once-majestic building 
now a closed hulk awaiting rebirth, hope- 
fully, as an intermodal facility. It was 
large and I believe the owner said that the 
square footage came to about 22,000. 

I then caught the milk run home. 


Sa er a eee eae 
Don’t Cuss CUS 


BY EDWARD R. SIROVY 


The Chicago Tribune reported on Jan 13 that Amtrak is reportedly trying to bu 
all rights to Chicago Union Station (CUS). The rail corporation presently owns 5 
of it, while BN and the Milwaukee Road each own one-fourth. Speculation was that 
Amtrak wants to own it so that it can control future alterations in the building. The 
paper noted that the Regional Transportation Authority and Amtrak have sometimes 


disagreed about how to use the station gates. 


_The article indicates that there is hope for what must be the world’s worst major 
railroad station. It could be a ploy to get the RTA to wake up. CUS is not the kind 
of asset mineral- arid freight-happy BN and bankrupt Milwaukee Road would want 


to keep. They would not ma 


any Amtrak improvement money. Amtrak would 


want to clear out some of the leased sales area, and that would reduce CUS income. 
For those who have not been to CUS, here is a sad story: The headhouse was 
demolished about 15 years ago for the construction of an air rights office building. 


A couple of cattle chutes lead 
and eat/drink center than a 


ngers to track level. This area is more of a sho 
d station. Aisles lead to the track gates. At ao we 


hour a continuous stream of commuter cattle rushes down the chutes and out to the 
platforms. (The commuter platform gates are left pea It almost works—for com- 


muters. The problem was that the place was designed wi 


the idea that intercity 


trains would disappear. Instead, Amtrak consolidated its operations in this commuter 
station. The station has no place for intercity passengers to stand in front of the 
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gates. There is no room for more than 10 people to wait to buy Amtrak tickets. 
The heated and air-conditioned Amtrak passenger lounge is about the size of the 
Aurora, Illinois station. The shopping center will have to go; however, it brings in 
$2-3 million in revenue. ; ‘ 

The other major CUS problem is this: When the station was built as part of the 
Post Office complex, a plan was used other than the usual plan of platform, two 
tracks, platform, two tracks, etc. Instead, Union Station has track, passenger platform, 
track, mail express platform, track, passenger platform, track, mail express platform, 
etc. The passenger platforms are at low level and are interrupted by pillars. The mail 
express platforms are at higher levels, free of posts, and ramp to a level under the pas- 
senger area. Since mail and express don’t go by rail anymore, these platforms are 
wasted space that could be better used for wider passenger platforms or more tracks. 
Buildings built on air rights limit options because of their supporting columns. 

BN commuter trains have up to 10 cars. With 148 seats and standees, a single com- 
muter train will unload over 1500 people onto the narrow platform. Each car unloads 
four people per second. Multiply that by 10 and you have 40 people unloading per 
second. Only about seven people can pass thru the door at the end of the platform at 
one time! Commuters climb over the tracks and higher-level mail platforms to use 
other platforms over on the Amtrak side if no rail equipment is in the way. Sometimes 
they will climb thru other vestibules of rail equipment if doors are open on both sides. 

The once-planned direct track-to-street stairways were blocked by the latest air- 
rights construction. Doors at the end of platforms are narrower than the platform 
because some architect thought sliding disappearing doors looked nice and he was 
limited by the space between pillars. Full platform-width doors would add only two 
people per second to traffic flow, but would help some. Shifting the tracks over to a 
conventional configuration—platform, two tracks, platform, two tracks, etc., elimin- 
ating the mail express platforms, would be the only practical solution. Using the _ 
basement for Amtrak passengers with up ramps to the Amtrak tracks is too revolution- 


ary an idea to even be considered, but there is an awful lot of empty space down there! 


The Postal Service would like to get a new 1-million-square-foot facility near down- 
town Chicago. It would then sell its old 3-million-square-foot facility built over CUS 
platforms. (Chicago’s Merchandise Mart has 5 million square feet.) Several almost 
unused mail tracks terminate-about one block south of the gate area. These might be 
adapted for passenger use. BN’s commuter trains are getting up to 10 cars, and are 
being squeezed on the shorter tracks. . 

The RTA advertised in the Chicago Sun-Times of Jan 17: “RTA Project A90654 
Preliminary Engineering to identify structurally and operationally feasible alternatives 
for increasing the capacity of Pedestrian Exit and Elevator Facilities at the Chicago 
Union Station...” This means that there is a mezzanine level full of mechanical equip- 
ment between the track/concourse level and the air-rights office building lobby. To 
reach either the lobby or the street, this mezzanine is in the way. The RTA wants to 
shortcut the cattle chutes (usually filled with Salvation Army singers on Friday after- 
noon rush hours or everyday before Christmas) that most people use to reach their 
trains, 


RE PEO TRES Se RSs PT a Sa SC 
QUOTES OF THE WEEK*** 

“Took the [New England] Metroliner from Penn Station. There is something about 
having one’s winter bottom close to the earth, and not having to worry about a socked- 
in LaGuardia or a socked-in Logan... Onto train. Lovely, roomy car, with ample leg- 
room. Stewardess offered Continental breakfast, on the house... Into South Station at 
precise moment of expected arrival: 12:09.” 

—Anonymous author in New Yorker, Feb 13. 


AE a aS EE 
WHAT’S DOING AT BEECH GROVE 


Amtrak will modify 48 Superliner coach-baggage cars at BeecH Grove starting in 
July. Presently the cars are configured at 78 seats per car. This will be reduced to 
62 seats, and the new seats will have leg rests, unlike the present ones. The project 
will cost $793,000. The Amtrak Board of Directors approved expenditure of that 
sum at its February meeting in Washington. ~ page 11 


BY JOHN V. FELS 


Dual Island Railways 


If railfans engaged in trivia contests, this one ought to be a real stumper. Which 
city is the terminal for two railroads, one electric, the other diesel; whose stations 
stand almost adjacent to each other, separated by the municipal bus station? The 
electric line runs six roundtrips a day, featuring a photography stop and an elegant 
little parlor car seating twelve. The diesel operates every hour between 6am and 10pm. 


And on the electric line you can transfer to an open-air trolley and complete the trip ) 


coast to coast! 


The answer is Palma, Mallorca. The Ferrocarril Electrico de Soller runs from Palma ) 


almost due north approximately 30km to Soller. There one can transfer to the trolley 
for a slow, lumbering run down to Puerto Soller and along the shore of the bay. 

The Soller appears to be both a tourist attraction and a functioning passenger car- 
tier. The last six or eight kilometers just south of Soller itself are mountainous, and 
it is poss to see the highway with lines of cars crawling around hairpin turns behind 
tee a It’s difficult to believe anyone would voluntarily drive it with the railroad 
available. 

Second-class coaches have hard wooden benches. Tourist-class resembles the 
second-class coaches on the Spanish national railrways (RENFE) and are quite comfort- 


The Soller railway crosses a picturesque viaduct. 


able. The first-class car is definitely not for tourists; its high-backed armchairs are, it 

would appear, for upper-class Mallorcans who don’t want to mingle with camera-carry- 

ing visitors of a dozen countries. What makes it all a little puzzling is that first-class ) 
and tourist fares are identical—400 pesetas round trip. 

Just south of Soller, the train stops at a mirador overlooking the city itself and an 
orgy of photography follows. Since the line is unfortunately on tie side of a hill, it ) 
isn’t a good spot at all to photograph the train itself. 

At Soller the train pulls into a stub-end station and posses drop down a flight 
of stairs to the street to await the open-air trolley which emerges from its shed adjacent 
to the railroad yards. After a brief run thru Soller streets, it takes to its own right of 
way, ue 2 part paralleling the highway. The only way to describe it is to compare it 
to the similar run in downtown Vera Cruz. ; 

An added attraction: the passenger awaiting departure time in Palma can sit ina 
little outdoor beer garden in front of the station and admire the statue of Jaime I 
across Avenida Juan March in the Plaza Espana. There are times when it seems most 
of the pigeons in Europe are vacationing in the Plaza. 

The other railroad, the Ferrocarriles de Mallorca, runs northeast to Inca, also about 
30km. A current map shows it continuing in a winding route southwest to Manacor 
(home of the Mallorcan pearl factories) and then northeast to Arta, with a branch line 
to La Puebla, and in driving round the island, the track can still be seen. However, it 
has clearly been abandoned beyond Inca. 
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My knowledge of the technical complexities of railroad motive power is minuscuie, 
but I'll swear that on this diesel run I heard the motorman shifting gears each time he 
pulled out of the half a dozen or so commuter stops. 

There were no signs anywhere of any freight operations, no cars other than passen- 
ger escept for a handful of four-wheeled maintenance units. Sitting in the F. de M. 
yards in P, were some abandoned passenger cars in a different color scheme with 
toilet facilities, suggesting that it hasn’t been too long since there were runs of a couple 
of nours all the way across Mallorca. 

We were there in late October, after the season, and on the first of November some 
restaurants began shutting down. We were told that in August it’s wall-to-wall people. 
Less crowding and off-season rates are a benefit; on the ppuostie side of the ledger is 
the fact that it’s too cold for swimming, at least for North Americans. — 

Mallorca, off-season, is the bargain paradise of the world. A car can be rented in 
acy for $6 a day plus gas with unlimited mileage. Four of us required a bigger one 
at $9. 

In all fairness it should be noted that for a dedicated railfan one day would Ne | 
well exhaust Palma’s possibilities—with a roundtrip on each line, the railroads of Mal- 
lorca would have been ony covered, and there would be nothing left but to sit 
around the hotel pool or the beach and observe the topless Swedish and German sun- 
bathers and drink quite passable Spanish wine at 15 cents a glass. 


ES eS SS ee ee ee ee 
Alaska Buys D&RGW Domes 


Alaska Railroad General Manager Frank H. Jones announced Feb 3 that his railroad 
has purchased from Amtrak six Budd-built dome coaches, including three from the 
Denver and Rio Grande Western. 

The cars will be added to the present ARR fleet of 52 passengers cars, including 
seven dome coaches, to give the railroad a total of 13 dome cars. Three other dome 
cars, formerly owned by VIA Rail Canada, will also be used in Alaska this summer on 
the Anchorage to Fairbanks express services, giving the line a greater number of the 
popular cars than Amtrak presently has in service. 

“We consider this an extremely good buy; the best price we’ve-ever gotten to pur- 
chase cars to be brought up to Alaska,” Jones said. The purchase price and delivery 
costs for the six cars will total about $66,000, he said. 

The six cars were originally built for the famed CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR. Three of 
them, the D&RGW cars, were transferred to Amtrak in Apr 1983, stored at their 
Beech Grove shop, and have not been operated by Amtrak. The other three have been 
operated by Amtrak since 1971, but have been out of service since introduction of 
Superliner equipment. All six cars have 46 coach seats plus 24 in each dome. 

The three “Super Dome” coaches, which seat 60 passengers in the cartop dome 
section, and feature a lounge room on the lower jevee were originally built for the 
Milwaukee Road and have been in Canadi- 
an service since the mid-1960s. They will 
be used on the ARR Express trains by 
TravAlaska Tours, Inc. These cars will 
feature premium-style first class service 
for patrons between Anchorage, Denali 
National Park, and Fairbanks. - 

The 13 standard dome coaches will be 
pearly assigned to the Express trains, 

ut operated in the railroad’s cruise-ship 
special operations as well as in other char- 
ter train service. These trains have regis- 
tered significant ridership gains during 
the past season. Cruise ship sailings from 
the railroad’s port of Whittier will increase 
by over 100% in 1984 and are expected to 
double again in 1985, Jones said. 


The EL CAMINO equipment. This train went into operation on the SAN DIEGAN 
line just eight years ago, on Feb 14, 1978. Photo by Peter Bretz. 


Los Angeles County has offered the train for sale, and the ARR has made an offer. 

If the nese aeauiiere the equipment would be used in the ARR’s express service 
rimarily, Jones noted. The train includes former CALIFORNIA ZEP dome- 
-observation car 375. : : 

erage service on the Alaska Railroad is typified by the Express trains which 
cater almost totally to visitors to Alaska, cruise ship service, charters for local groups, 
and the line’s unique coach and flat car/vehicle trains between Anchorage, Portage, 
and Whittier called the “Shuttle.” This train caters to residents of Whittier, owners of 
hundreds of pleasure boats berthed there, and thru passengers for the Valdez-Whittier 
state ferry service. Whittier’s ee oats ortation is via the railroad, whose route 
includes a one-mile and a 3%4-mile long tunnel. ; : ae 
a wintertime, shuttle service is reduced from daily to tri-weekly, and aad ser- 
vice operates only one roundtrip weekly. The highlight of winter service is re 
ski train operations from Anchorage to Hunter, high in the Kenai. Mountains, with 
trains averaging 18 cars in longth, accommodating about 750 skiers. _ ; 

The railroad estimates that about 80% of their total passenger business, eine is 
tourism-related. ‘We're perhaps the biggest scenic and tourist railroad in the Unite 
States,” he concluded. 


The six Amtrak domes sold to ARR are: Amtrak 9446*‘Silver Colt” (now ARR no. 


: “Silver Mustang”, ARR 7001; 9448 “Silver Pony”’, ARR 7) 102 (the fore- 
ce tae fhe DERGW): 9456 “Silver Stirrup”, ARR 7003; 9450 “Silver Bridle”, 

7004; 9451 “Silver Lodge”, ARR 7005. Other dome coaches under lease to 
ARR from Amtrak are Amtrak nos. 9466, 9472, 9473 and 9474 (now ARR numbers 

d 7074 ectively). 

Oe Oe tise cai eee that Xk owns are numbered 500, 7008 and 7014. 
They were former UP cars 7013, 7008 and 7014 respectively. Only car 500 has been 
converted to head-end power. Another car, 7004 (ex-UP 7004) was destroyed in a 
wreck in July 1975 aa scrapped. 


MOVING TO ALASKA~or elsewhere? Be sure to send RTN your change of address. 
Don’t rely on the Postal Service to forward your mail! 
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Pee ee 
PROPOSAL FOR AN AMTRAK TICKET SELLER 
BY EDWARD R. SIROVY 


Since Amtrak has removed agents from 
a number of stations, an alternative meth- 
od of selling tickets is needed. Travel 
agents can be used, but may not be con- 
veniently located relative to the local sta- 
tion or may not exist in the town at all. 
They may also switch the customer to . 
another mode of transportation. The 
Amtrak 800 number if fine, but it cannot 
deliver a ticket on short notice. — 

I am proposing a cross between a com- 
puter terminal and telephone. Machines 
are being used to sell flight insurance, com- 
muter tickets, and conduct bank transac- 
tions. Some experiments were conducted 
with machines to sell airline tickets thru 
terminals. Such machines have not prolif- 
erated because airline ticketing has proven 
too complex for direct customer-computer 
interface. My proposal utilizes a terminal 
only as a remote arm of a computer term- 
inal-equipped reservations clerk—that is, 

a human being. 

The terminal would be located in the 
unmanned Amtrak station. It would be 
equipped with the following components: 
a hands-free telephone (to prevent vandals 
from stealing the handset), an enclosed 
ticket printer with remote control lockable 
slot cover (again to prevent vandalism), a 
magnetic credit card reader with remote 
control lockable slot, and an optional CRT 
screen. It would not contain any type of 
keyboard or key pad to frighten those of 
the pre-computer generation. A communi- 
cations controller would be included that 
would allow both voice and digital data to 
use the same communications line. Because 
of light usage (otherwise there would be an 
agent instead of a terminal), the controller 
would dial an 800 telephone number when 
activated. Leased lines would not be cost- 
effective. 

Operation would be simple. A customer 
would press a button labelled ‘Please press 
button for service.” The terminal would 
establish communications with an Amtrak 
reservations operator. The operator would 
greet the customer over the hands-free tele- 
phone and request information from the 
customer. The operator could direct the 
remote CRT to display schedule availabili- 
ties. This display would not be a duplicate 


of the operator’s because it may be desira- 
ble to delete certain data available ic the 
operator. When the sale is agreed upon, 
the operator would unlock the cover on 
the credit card reader and request the cus- 
tomer to insert the card, The computer 
would verify data and okay or reject the 
sale. Upon verification, the operator would 
direct the printer to print and deliver the 
ticket. 

Altho machines can now accept currency 
and deliver change, complexity and security 
do not make this desirable for this applica- 
tion. These terminals could also be used to 
handle any transaction that is handled by 
an 800 number. Possibly, for cash transac- 
tions, provision could be made with a local 
bank to accept cash and print tickets for 
cash transactions. There are more banks 


than travel agents. 
Conventional remote banking terminals 
sell for $10,000 to over $25,000. The ter- 


minal I propose is much less complex. 
Telephone companies plan to deploy tens 
of thousands of pay telephones that will 
include a magnetci credit card reader and 
aCRT. All that would be needed addit- 
ionally would be a ticket printer. The tel- 
ephone companies’ must be a lot cheaper 
than $10,000 if they will be implemented 
in such large numbers. 

There is a temptation to eliminate the 
reservations operator in this type of appli- 
cation. It should not be done. The term- 
inal and computer programming would be 
much more complex and costly. The lit- 
tle old lady from Dubuque would be in- 
timidated in using it. The human Opera- 
tor would prevent a customer from having 
to fight the machine. In event of machine 
trouble, the human operator can solve the 
pooper or activate an alternative proce- 

jure. 

Lastly, remember the “KISS” principle: 
Keep It Simple, Stupid. 

This proposal is for a simple method of 
selling and delivering tickets at unmanned 
Amtrak stations (and possibly at other 
places) and still maintain the human ele- 
ment and not frighten customer off with 
advanced technology. 
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AMTRAK’S AUTO TRAIN operation won’t be expanded as quickly as originally 
planned due to lower than expected ridership. An Amtrak spokesman said that daily 
service won't be inaugurated as soon as planned. Daily, rather than the present tri- 
weekly, operation was to have begun Mar 1 and run thru Labor Day. This daily opera- 
tion al will be “modified”, a spokesman said. The following counts of AUT 


NEW ENGLAND METROLINER may be discontinued, according to various reports 
and rumors. According to Kevin Gregoire, Amtrak’s Peter Welsh has confirmed that 
the train will be discontinued in April (see also the apo on NARP Region I meeting, 

‘on page 10). An Amtrak spokesman told RTN that there is a “strong possibility” that 
the NY-Boston trains will be discontinued. Ridership has not been up to par. Kevin 

| Gregoire was told that they will be replaced by conventional trains, and schedules north 
‘of New York will be realigned..... kkk 

JANUARY RIDERSHIP FIGURES from Amtrak have come out at the home office, 
tho the complete figures haven’t reached us ie: Amtrak said that systemwide ridership 
was up 9.47% in January, compared to Jan [983. Revenues were up 28.98%. The NE 
Corridor was up 7.03%, short A te ce up 4.0%, and yo eae a 24.32%. The 
CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR alone, without its DESERT and PIONEER appendages, 
was up 35%, with revenues up 62%. NY-Washignton Metroliners were up 23.94%, with 
their revenues up 30.25%. That was during the ety that NE airports suffered seven 
ay of weather-caused closures. For the Fiscal Year to date (thru Jan), systemwide 
ridership was up 10.6%—a creditable pertereiancs 

wt 


AMTRAK’S BOARD MEETING was held in Washington on Feb 15. The Board 
approved spending $4.9 million this year to improve the Los Angeles Equipment Main- 
tenance and Service Facility. Work will start this spring—the first phase of a $28.6 
illion ag. on the 53-acre Eighth Street and “Redondo Junction” roundhouse 
facility. The car wash will be rebuilt. The pt oo Street Storehouse will become 

new car service offices and personnel facility. The improvements will save Amtrak 
$1.2 million yearly, the corporation said. Amtrak acquired the facility from Santa Fe 
jin 1977. The Baord took no action on the planned extension of the MULES from 
|St. Louis to Centralia. The project will be presented for a proval at the March 22 
Board meeting, which will be ehld in Sanford FL. The extension is expected to get 
underway A 29, but for the time being there are some undicclosed items that are 
not yet worked out. The Board appnoved spe! $2.6 million for NE Corridor 
tight of way improvement projects. Installation of ties and welded rail at the Sunny- 
(side Yard loop track is included. The Board okayed the spending of $1.9 million to 
j rehabilitate ie New Haveecueingtiald line—bridge and welded rail projects. The 
Board approved the installation of long-distance a in Superliner ba, ches 
(see “‘What’s Doing at Beech Grove”, page 11), Amtrak President Graham Claytor 
said that Amtrak has deferred the re-routing of the SOUTHWEST LIMITED 
Amarillo, which would have shifted it from Raton Pass. Santa Fe was planning to 
downgrade that line, but that plan has been deferred for awhile..... 

WINTER PARK, COLORADO will be served by Amtrak starting with the October 
1984 timetable change pouting conclusion of an agreement with the Rio Grande. 
The Granby station will be retained also. The Winter Park Recreational Association 
wants H stop there, and has agreed to build a station for Amtrak..... 
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OLD SAYBROOK, CT station property will be purchased by Amtrak. Its Board 
of Directors approved the purchase at its Feb meeting. Amtrak will obtain 1.2 acres 
adjacent to the station, including a one-story bee Amtrak will develop the 
property, beautifying it and providing more parking for Amtrak patrons..... 
NEWARK NEW TERS station rehabilitation is coming along weil, reports a 
recent visitor. There is a rumor that Amtrak might turn the station over to New 
Jersey Transit.....° . i 
DURING THIS SUMMER the U.S. will have the Summer Olympics going on in 
Los Angeles, and a World’s Fair running in New Orleans. Amtrak has a train connecting 
those cities—the SUNSET LIMITED. If you were Amtrak you would realize that this 
combination of events is a “natural” to bring you increase oe and revenue, 
wouldn’t you? But apparently Amtrak doesn’t. It considers the SUNSET its weakest 
route, aie will keep it running only tri-weekly. This appears to be a golden opportunity 
passed up to build up the patronage on that route. Why? Some feel that Graham Clay- 
tor is still reacting as he did when he was head of Southern Railway and his flagship 
train, the SOUTHERN CRESCENT, had to connect with the SP’s tagged SUNSET in 
New Orleans. The SP’s train was a degradation then, but now he’s head of Amtrak 
and “owns” both trains—so why not push them both for all they’re worth? If pinned 
'to the wall, Amtrak would no doubt declare that it doesn’t have enough equipment; 
jand then one could ask why it just sold six good dome coaches to the Alas ilroad, 
iand why it couldn’t use some of the equipment sitting around Beech Grove, including 
| some of the AUTO TRAIN cars that won’t be used on that train this summer. Amtrak 
has been, it should be noted, trying to re-route the SUNSET: it inspected the SP’s 
| Houston-Dallas route on Feb 2 and found it “unacceptable.” Then it looked at the 
| MoPac Dallas-El Paso and found it very good. Time will tell what happens... 
: kkk 


AMTRAK’S MARKETING DEPARTMENT may be blind to the SUNSET’s possi- 
bilities, but it is determined to run a successful Express Metroliner somewhere. At the 
same time that it discontinues the unsuccessful New 2 ae Metroliners, it plans to 

at the state doesn’t want it. 


enough in eaten with regular runs, and as a possible threat to Caltrans’ own 
403-b SAN DI 


ey orted Syracuse-Niagara Falls roundtrip. NARP said that the rescheduling of the 


York about a be: Some change is expected to be made to the EMPIRE BUILDER 
or PIONEER: Amtrak has been considering the merits of eliminating the Portland thru 


sleeper on the BUILDER, running it on to Seattle; or running the Seattle thru sleeper 
of the PONEER’s only Seattle-Salt Lake rather than Seattle-Chicago. If the latter 


AMTRAK’S “EXPRESS” MAGAZINE, published monthly and handed out free on 
trains, each month features a cover painting of some scene of Americana, incorporat- 
ing an Amtrak train, usually in the background. The train portion of the most recent, 
December, issue is shown above. The attractive winter scene it comes from was painted 
by Kathryn Ann Yingling. The issue, incidentally, contains an article about a ride on 
tne SUNSET LIMITED, by Kathleen Lancaster..... , os 
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THE BURLINGTON NORTHERN ran a superintendent’s inspection train on the 
| Stampede Pass route on a eee day, Rumors are flying that the railroad might be 
considering reopening the route. It has been experiencing congestion on the Cascade 
| Tunnel line, with about 24 trains a day using it..... 

__ MICHIGAN’S GOVERNOR SIGNED into law a bill on Feb 16 that grants the 
state the power to set railroad speed limits. NARP said that the law could result in 
a doubling of the average Amtrak speed between Detroit and Toledo. But NARP 
lamented that elsewhere localities have not responded to the need for greater speed 
from passenger trains. On the route of the coming GULF COAST LIMITED, only 
the cities of Mobile and Waveland have increased speed limits to help the new train. 
Rail pid aldad are being asked to put pressure on other cities such as Biloxi, Gulf- 
port and Pascagoula to act..... 

ALL ABOARD AMERICA fares on Amtrak have been extended a month beyond 
the dates given in our issue 284. Purchase of the discount fare tickets can be made 
thru the end of May, and the tickets used thru the end of June..... 

kkk 

| SOUTHBOUND SILVER METEOR, train 87, on Jan 24 hit a truck loaded with 
pre-stressed concrete in Plant se ors The truck had stopped on the tracks while 
jit waited for a signal to change. The train, carrying 73 passengers, consisted of engine 
388 and six cars. The engineer, one Amtrak on-board services employee and one pas- 
senger were treated at bonpials, Ten other passengers were treated at the scene for 
minor cuts and bruises. The engineer had to be cut from the wrecka e, and was in 

fair condiition at Southern Baptist Hospital. The engine received $40,000 in damages, 
and $11,000 damage to the tracks and railroad roperty was suffered. The engine 
derailed its front wheels. Passengers were Hise: on, while the equipment, including 
the engine, deadheaded behind eneere unit 382 to Tampa. The train was traveling 
58mph at the time of the accident. The truck driver was treated for cuts and bruises, 
and was cited by police for stopping on the tracks. The train was carrying about 40 
high school students and their c aperones returning home from Washington, where 
they participated in a National Right-to-Life demonstration..... 


ake 
THE SOUTHBOUND MONTREALER derailed near Brattleboro VT the morning 
of Feb 13. The engine and six of the nine cars reprotedly derailed. There were no 
passenger injuries; passengers apparently slept thru the accident. Two crew persons 


minor injuries..... 

THE MASSARP MEETING reported on by Pete Roehm in this issue was covered 
by Channel 22 TV in Springfield... 

AMTRAR’S SMOKING POLICY was changed effective Feb 1, Amtrak President 
Graham Claytor said in a letter to an RTN reader. Said Claytor: “As a general rule 
one out of every four coaches wil be designated asa smoking car. When a train 
operates with less than four cars, a portion of a coach will be assigned as the smok- 
ing area by applying a one-to-four ratio to the total available number of seats. | 
realize situations may arise when our on-board personnel will need to exercise some 
discretion in making adjustments, but I believe our policy provides very good guide 
lines and will permit non-smokers the opportunity to oy any prolonged expos- 
ure to smoke.” With the heat and air conditioning problems virtually solved y 

the head-end power program, RTN gets more com laines about smoking on Am- 
|trak trains than any other Amtrak problem these days. The majority of these com. 
| plaints involve Superliner lounge cars, which become filled with smoke that will 
|not dissipate, depriving non-smoking passengers of comfortable use of those scenic 
| viewing cars..... 

MYSTIC CT BRIDGE installation began Feb 3, NARP reported. The steel-truss 
bridge was constructed in New Jersey and floated by boat to Mystic. The bridge is 

THE OHIO ASSOCIATION of RR Passengers is up in arms about the proposed 
rescheduling of the CARDINAL (see page 17). The schedule will kill Cincinnati, the 
group says, by putting the train there in the “middle of the night.” Train 51 would 
reach Cincinnati at 12:54am, and train 50 would be in at 4:4 am, according to pre- 


POSTAL SERVICE issued an 11-cent coil stamp on Feb 3 that features an 
1890s railroad caboose—the 13th issue of its current Transportation Series. The Postal 
Service said the caboose pictured is similar to one used in the 1890s by a logging com- 
pany the Sierra Nevada Mountains of California ; 
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‘and wou ition 
_and for leafleting. Send contributions to 


THE WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION of RR Passengers is starting a campaign to 
increase patronage in the Seattle-Portland corridor, especially on the MT. RAINIER, 
fa appreciate contributions to pay for placing ads on the air and in newspapeis 
Wa RP, Box 7381, Bellevue WA 98698 .... 
STEAMTOWN USA OPENED its new museum in Scranton PA Feb 4 with a cere- 
money including a 6-car steam-powered train, with a crowd of several thousand..... 
THE “LAKE TAHOE” woal po ne mane er the proposed Oakland-Reno train, 
according to a report in Modern Railroads....." 
A PERSISTE T RUMOR is that Amtrak plans to move the CAL ZEPHYR to the 
Feather River Route. There appears to be no substance to it..... 
AMTRAK HAS APPOINTE! 


AMERICAN HIGH SPEED Rail chairman Alan Boyd said Jan 13 that the prceees 

Bullet Train would be able to pay off revenue bonds issued by the state even in the 

unlikely event that ridership was not enough to cover private investment..... : 
FLORIDA’S HIGH SPEED Rail Committee on Jan 30 said that a high-speed train 


GULF COAST LIMITED will have a special roundtrip fare for its first month of 
operation, of $36, The World’s Fair opens in New Orleans May 12..... 
ELEVEN OF 12 domes coaches of Amtrak’s are now in service..... 
News in this issue is updated thru Feb 20, 1984. 


URBAN-SUBURBAN TRANSIT (continued from. page 8) 


NEW YORK CITY’S Inspector General of the MTA said in a report released Feb 16 
that the Transit Authority had consistently been inadequate in track inspection, a fact 
which led to a total of 20 derailments last year. It noted that 31 of 86 track areas had 
not been inspected once in up to seven months in 1983. Each area is supposed to be 
inspected twice a week. ee hes 

ANCOUVER B.C. TRANSIT officials said that over 200,000 visitors had seen and 
ridden on the city’s demonstration Rapid Transit Line since it opened last Jun 27. The 
comments of the visitors were enthusiastic, they said. The system itself should have 
its first line completed by 1986, at.a cost of $854 million. 

BART HAS HIRED two influential political figures, ex-Congressman John Burton 
and ex-White House aide James Copeland, to lobby for it in Washington, to assist in 
obtaining Federal funds for expansion. i 

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY’S Transportation Center has published the 

roceedings of a conference held last April. The pee publication costs $18 plus 
$2.95 pa and is entitled “Mass Transit in the Chicago Metropolitan Region: Pros- 
pects and Bolicy Options.” The Center’s address is 1936 Sheridan Rd, Evanston IL 
. Also available is the Center’s Publications List. ’ 

REPORT ON BOSTON’S bridge fire disruption: The Fitchburg and Lowell lines 
are terminating at a tent just vefore thedrawbridge to North Station. Shuttle buses 
meet all trains and carry riders to the Green Line terminal at Lechmere, where LRV 
shuttles go Government Center and Riverside are available. Reading line terminates at 
Malden Station, and a transfer to Orange line is available there. Ipswitch and Rockport 
trains terminate at Sullivan Square, where a se ets transfer between the railway 
and the Orange lines has been built. The North Station Drawbridges are out of service 
for a long time—rumor has it from 9 months to a year. The present puenemnene is 
longer but works well so far. Perhaps 10-20% of regular riders have been lost. Hats are 
off the the MBTA and B&M for hard work.—Elmer E. Jones. ; 

CTA’S RAPID TRANSIT extension to O’Hare Airport in Chicago won’t be com- _ 
pleted until sometime this summer, the tunnel under the aeons being one of the major 
problems. It was originally scheduled for completion by fall, 1982, and since delayed 
until March or April of this year. ‘ 

TRANSIT USERS should get representation on the MTA Board said Jefferson 
Chase, former vice chairman of Better Transportation for New York in a letter to the 
NY Times published Feb 17. He noted that riders have been asking for that for over 
15 years, but the Governor has not listened. af 

nase 


Carl Loucks i 


.... SELLING RAILROAD TIMETABLES 


Employee Timetables. Public Timetabies 
Brochures. Guides. Postcards, Tickets a 
full line of transportation paper items New 
catalogue issued monthly Send Stamped Seif 
Addressed Envelope for latest list and specials 


BACK ISSUES 


Many back issues of Rail Travel News are 
available. Recent year volumes can be 
ordered by the full volume at special 
Prices, 1983 (24 issues) is $12. 1982 

(22 issues) is $10. 1981 (21 issues) is $10. 
1980 (18 issues) is $8. Single copies can 
be ordered at individual issue price. 


RAIL TRAVEL NEWS 
Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709 


199 Wayland St., Hamden, CT 06518 


CARS & CONSISTS 


*UP/MoPac management tour train, Little Rock AR, Jan 18: en ines 3117, 3440; 
cars 5at heater-dorm, slprs “Sun Manor” & “Sun Ridge” instruction car 5779 ibe 
5015, slprs “Stn Slope”. “Sun Villa”, dome lounge 7006, business car ‘Idaho’? 


*Amtrak SUPER BOWL EXPRESS, Tampa FL-Washington DC Jan 22: engine 384; 


cars 1628, 2920 “Pacific Mist”, 2894, 8505, 3127, 25021, 25056, 25003. All equip- 
ment arrived Tampa on SILVER PALM Jan 22. Light load noted, © 


“SOUTHWEST LIMITED, train 4, Ne 
Newton KS Feb 9: engines 250, 300; cars 1252, 
1169, 39914, 34017, 34007, 33011, 38002, 32013, 32018, 38037, ATSF 54 on at 
Albuquerque & off at Topeka. 


EXPRESS ADS 


Next in The international Railway Traveler: Passenger trains of the Hol Land; romance 
aboard the Crack international overnight express “Tolstoy” between He sinki, Finland, and 
prvspe an te eriion Netioret's = ton ‘ iespnte train, hss Alice,” and much more! Come 

e railways of the wor! imonthly subscription $15. Sample co 50. Write IRT, 
Dept. O, P. O: Box 35067 Y 40232. (502) 456- , whe i 


Louisville, K 1028. Subscribe today! 
May 26-31 and June 2-7: Luxury private car tours to New Orleans for the 1984 
World’s Fair departing from New York. Featurin first class accommodations, 
lounge service, and meals aboard completely rebuilt all bedroom sleeper and 
round end foaec ing lounge cars. Eastern Railcar Services, 600 North Union 
Avenue, Hillside, N.J. 0 


RAIL TOURS: England, ‘France, Spain, Canada. 
Rail/Road Tours, Hyde Park Travel Bureau, P.O. 
g ‘onvention and sh 


Summer 19 
Box 24 d 


Members and Railroad 
Max Brunswick, Chairman, 155 West Rock Avenue, New Haven CT 06515. The location 
will be the modern Marriott Hotel, next to Amtrak/Metro North rail station in Stamford. 
Plan to attend America’s largest paper-only show. Saturday admission $2 per person. The 
NAOTC Annual Convention is held in 
wait till 1987 to see this outstandin 
Timetables, Guides, Postcards and all 


es, paper 
AANTED! NEEDED! From now on, Top NARP leadership to work relentlessly, vigorously 
to restore Lone Star to Oklahoma. (Should have begun in 1979). Wanted, top NARP leaders 
to challenge Amtrak's stupidly wasteful Trequericias in NE Corridor, like New England Metro- 
liners with minuscule ridership and NY-Washington DC trains beyond all reason and need.... 
instead of acting as tho nothing is wrong. The organization is N TIONAL Association of 

| RR Facenrgers, not NE Corridor ARP and not SemiNational Association of RR Passengers. 
‘NARP leaders, poled your act or bow out. Work for a national network of Amtrak trains 
‘instead of consistently and unfairly favoring the NE Corridor. Justify if you can, 31 
southbound trains from NY all the way to lashington DC, while Oklahoma, 
Gainsville and Wichita have no train 

TRAIN BAZAAR °84, Sunday, March 11, 1984 at Mother Seton High School, Clerk, NJ 
9am-4pm. Operating Layouts—Door Prizes— Refreshments on premises. Buyin /Selling: 
Model Trains—All Gauges, RR Photographs, Books, Collectibles, Hardware, Anti 
ponsored by Jersey Central Railway Historical Soc., PO Box 760, Clark, NJ 07066. 
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RAIL FANTRIPS 


a 
2-4: Weekend on the Rails—1250-mi tourMich to Toronto & Montreal. From Niles, Kalama- 
ip Battle Crk, E Lansing, Flint on INTERNATIONAL, CANADIAN, peo ehh York 


Hotel, Toronto. $225 double/oc. America By Rail, 16168 Center Rd, E.Lansin 


Mar 3-9: Golden Arrow Mardi Gras Special, Chicago-N.O. RT, on CITY OF NEW ORLEANS. 
Dome dining. sleep on Pullman at N.O. (hotel optional). Tours, steamboat cruise. $699 & up. 
Golden Arrow, 165 N. Canal, Suite: 2000, Chicago IL 60606. (312) 454-9444. : 

Mar 16-24: Michigan to San Antonio & New Orleans. 2 nights on train, first class hotel, guided 
sightseeing Chicago & San Antonio, Texas barbecue, French Quarter, etc. $795 double oc. 
America Ef Rail, 16168 Center Road, E.. Lansing Ml 48823. (517). 339-8854. 

Apr 28: Rumford Rocket , first psgr train to Rumford, Maine in almost 30 yrs. Lv 8am Portland 
ME Union Sta, on Maine Central RR, back 6pm. Equip’t: MC-Guilford Trans Ind inspection train. 
Very limited. $55-110, Mass Bay RR Enthusiasts, PO Box 136 Ward Hill MA 01830. = 
Apr 29: Steam/diesel excursion entire length New Hope & Ivyland RR, New Hope-Warminster P; 
RT. Sponsored jointly by Delaware Walley & Phila. Chapters NRHS. Send SSAE for flyer to: 
Delaware Valley Chap. NRHS, PO Box 1179, Morrisville PA 19067-0313. 

May 27: Challenger No. 3985 powers mainline excursion on UP. Denver/Laramie/Denver trip 
features 3985 on Sherman Hill: diesel on Colo. portions. Rocky Mountain Railroad Club, . 

PO Box 2391, Denver CO 80201. : 

Send gly SASE when responding to listings. One Rail Fantrips Pye Send info to: 


RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, Fantrips Dept, PO Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94: 
EXPRESS ADS 


WANTED! NEEDED! From now on, top NOPE leadership to work relentlessly, vigorously 
to deny “Lone Rangers” from Oklahoma & anywhere else one can think of. (Should have 
been silenced in 1979.) Wanted, top NOPE leaders to challenge Amtrak critics’ stupidly . 
wasteful frequencies of hot air-blasts attacking N.E. Corridor, like New England Metroliners 
with minuscule development time & NY-Washington DC trains which only carry 52% of 
Amtrak ridership, peak & off-peak, at.minimum... instead of also running empty fike the 
New England consists. The organization is NATIONAL Opinions from Passengers Exem-- 
plified, not No-Name Cop-Out OPE and not Seminational Opinions from Passengers Exem- 
plified. NOPE leaders, change your pants and bow tie. Work for a national network of 
Amtrak trains instead of consistently and unfairly savoring the NE (non-existing) Corridors. | 
Justify with elan 31 southbound trains from the world Capital to the nation’s capital while 
Oklahoma, Gainesville and Wichita spokespeople of unknown origin call you nasty names. 
Douglas John Bowen, Hoboken NJ. 


SEVENTH GREAT PACIFIC COAST RAILROADIANA COLLECTOR'S SHOW and Sale, 
Saturday, May 12, 1984, Capitol Plaza Holiday inn, 300 J St, Sacramento CA (near State 
Railroa Museum}. Hours 10am to 4pm. Seller tables $25 each. Admission $1.50. 

Contact Roy Gabriel, National Association of Timetable Collectors, Box 981, 

Sacramento CA 95805, phone 916-485-2800. 


TRANSPORT 2000 Canada’s Annual Meeting will be held at the Oak Room, Toronto 
Union Station, on March 31st, 1984. Speaker will be Canada’s Minister of Transport, 
Lloyd Axworthy. Please plan to attend. Information: Transport 2000, P.O. Box 858, 
wa, Ont., KIP 5P9. Telephone 613-235-2865. 


Oklahoma shouldn't be required to pay for a train when N. Mex., Colo., Ariz., Nev., Ida., 
; Utah & Oreg....all with less population...have two federally funded trains, each. The brow- 
beating Oklahoma has taken from Amtrak provides further Proof that the 403-b program 
amounts to nothing more than blackmail and extortion to make certain that the rest of 
the nation has to pay for the services the Northeast Corridor receives, abundantly, and 


f 
| for free. 403-b should be abol 


WHAT IS the purpose of the AMTRAK board of directors denying that sec. 804 of Pub.L. 
ve os 84 Stat. ~ 1970) expressly designates Amtrak a “'mixed-ownership GOVERN- 
corporation” 


of the AMTRAK board of directors 
corporation” as defined in sec. 103, ti : 
UNDER WHAT legal authority can the AMTRAK board declare that AMTRAK is not an 
“Executive ag under section 105 of title 5 of NITED TES COD 
Since “Government corporations” are not excepted by 5 U.S.C. 
the AMTRAK board deny that AMTRAK is an “agency” under 
WHY does the AMTRAK board deny that the legislative history of Pub. L. 93-502 clearly indi- 
cates cong sional intent to include Amtrak within deftaition Of “agency” wre ibe eee 


denying that AMTRAK is a “Gov- 
5 UNI D STATES CODE? 


551(1)(A) to (H), why doss 
subch. I! of chap. 5, title 5? 


WHAT IS the AMTRAK board's legal authority for their refusal to comply with the audit 
account & obligation provisions Aa ssc 9105 to 9108, title 31, UNITED STATES CODE? 
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EXPRESS ADS 


MTRAK—VIA RAIL CANADA-- EURAILPASS—OCEAN LINER CRUISES—RAIL TOURS. 4 
RAIL EXCURSIONS—CHARTER RAIL CARS. Arrangements by phone or appointment—use 
your credit card—tickets mailed promptly. A fully appointed travel agency with masters of 
ship and rail travel. GREAT WESTERN TOURS, Sheraton Palace Hotel, Suite 950, 
639 Market Street, San Francisco CA 94105. (415) 398-2994. 


DINING CAR CHINA, aad! silver, cloth. Timetables, guides, stationery, rules, metal 
& Pullman items, annual reports. Many railroads. Long 37¢ stamped envelope brings list. 
J. McClellan, 1752 S. Wichita, Wichita, KS 67213. Wi!l buy items. 


GISELLE’S TRAVEL CORP at 1215 4th St. Sacramento CA 95814, Phone: (916) 446.1211 | 


fers rail tickets on AMTRAK—VIA (CANADA)—EURAILPASS along with tours and 


accommodations in cities to which you are traveling. Let Giselle’s help you take your 
next memorable rail trip. 


1984 ESCORTED RAIL TOURS PROGRAM—STERNWHEELER TO THE OREGON COAST 
Apr28-30. Recreate steamboat days on the Columbia River-once only-Amtrak Seattle-Tacoma 
or Portland to Keiso, then sail to Astoria on the new Columbia River sternwheeler, 
THE COLUMBIA GORGE, with lunch included on board. Motorcoach to overnight 
stop on Longbeach at the Breakers, optional dinner at the Ark, acclaimed by James 
Beard. Breakfast Sunday at Shelburne Inn (optional), then motor the spectacular 
Oregon Coast, past Haystack Rock, Cascade Head, to Lincoln City, overnighting 

at Inn at Spanish Head, in oceanfront rooms. Monday return via Newport, 
Willamette Valley backroads, winery stop, Amtrak Portland to Seattle-Tacoma. 
$259.00 per person double, $40 single supplement, $249.00 from Portland, 
inclusive of rail, boat, lunch day one, lodging, escort services, narrated commentary, 
luggage handling, taxes. Free brochure from: Travel Center, 1201 Pacific Ave., 

Tacoma WA 98402. (206) 572-5850. (206) 838-1314 from Seattle. NOTE: The 

MV COLUMBIA GORGE is an authentic sternwheeler, a copy of 1890’s Columbia River 
boats, 195 feet long, three decks, classic lines and appearance. 


1984 ESCORTED RAIL TOUR PROGRAM—PORTLAND ROSE PARADE—MT. HOOD— 
COLUMBIA GORGE HOTEL. See the famous Grand Floral Rose Parade at Portland, 
second in the U.S. only to the Tournament of Roses in Pasadena. Amtrak Coast Starlight 
to Portiand, overnight at historic, Lo a bh Benson Hotel, Rose Parade Saturday, then 
motorcoach up magnificent Mt. Hood to Timberline Lodge, WPA National Historic 
Landmark Hotel, for tea and sightseeing, then to Hood River for overnight at Columbia 
Gorge Hotel, sister originally to the Portland Benson. National Historic Landmark 
Property, on cliffs three hundred feet over Columbia River. Elegant meals and 
antique-filled rooms. Breakfast included—nine courses—then return via UP Inner Vl 
line. $249.00 per person double, $40 single supplement, inclusive of rail, motorcoach, 
two nights lodging, tea at Timberline Lodge, breakfast banquet at Columbia Gorge 
Hotel, escort services, narrated commentary, luggage handling, taxes. Free brochure 
from: Travel Center, 1201 Pacific Avenue, Tacoma WA 98402 (206) 572-5850 
(206) 838-1314 from Seattle. One-time only JUNE 8-10, 1984. 


1984 ESCORTED RAIL TOUR PROGRAM—SPRINGTIME IN THE CANADIAN ROCKIES 
June 16-22. The classic grand tour of the Canadian Rockies, in the spring, with the peaks 
still covered in snow, the waterfalls at peak and the flowers just out. Motorcoach Tacoma/ 
Seattle to Vancouver, then VIA RAIL’S flagship—THE CANADIAN-first class sleepers 
to Banff. The daylight crossing of the Rockies is unparailelled in North America— Rogers 
Pass, the Spiral Tunnels, Kicking Horse Pass, great glaciers, the continental divide. 

THE CANADIAN still features a full diner, dome lounge observation, a coffee-shop and 
real service. Overnight at Banff Springs Hotel, the great CPR chalet-castle, then 
comprehensive motorcoach tour of the parks—with overnight in historic Deer Lodge 
at Lake Louise (150 feet to lake shore at the Chateau), dinner at Jasper Park Lodge, 
snow-machine tour of Columbia Icefields, launch cruise of Maligne Lake, lodging at 
Lobstick Lodge in Jasper. The SKEENA to Prince George, then BC Railway, 
CARIBOO DAYLINER, with meals, to North Vancouver, one of the most 
spectacular scenic train rides in the world. Overnight at lovely Park Royal Hotel, 
Me a free day in Vancouver, afternoon motorcoach return to Seattle area, 

775 to $875 per person double, $850 single, depending on sleeper space used, $25 
reduction to join-leave in Vancouver, Price is inclusive of rail, sleepers, hotels, four 
meals, luggage handling, escort services, narrated commentar , taxes. Free brochure. 
Travel Center, 1201 Pacific Ave, Tacoma WA 98402 (206) 572-5850; (206)838-1314 Seattle. 


“Issues in American Rail Travel,” RTN’s little book on important problems with America’s 
rail passenger revival, is almost ready for publication. Price will be $4.50, which includes 
relevant tax & post. Full details will be given later in RTN. PO Box 9007 Berkeley CA 94709, 
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TRAVEL CENTER, INC. KNOWS RAIL 


In 1983 TRAVEL CENTER, INC. brought back the escorted rail tour. Below is our 1984 schedule: 


Our 1984 Exclusive Rail Tour catalog is now available. 


Sternwheel Riverboat to the Oregon Coast 


Hood, Columbia Gorge 


Portland Rose Parade, Mt. 


ey 
o 
a 
a 
is) 
aoe 
wv 
2 
° 
= 
7) 
a 
= 
£ 
iam 
an 
ro 
o 
c 
S 
aa) 
5 
co 
ro) 
a 
ph 
= 
i 
4 
> 
“ 
v 
x 
[s) 
is} 
oe 
c 
I 
ao) 
bt 
s 
S 
o 
2 
re 
< 
wv 
3 
2 
a 
€ 
(a 
a 
a 


Columbia River Gorge by Rail and Sternwheeler 


Spectacular British Columbia (The Sunshine Coast and Vancouver Island, E & N Railway, mailboet to Ucluelet, ferry crossings, ExCPR 


, Silverton Train, Jeep through Monument Valley, Ouray, 
Mesa Verde, Rocky Mountain], private parlor car on 


Four National Parks [Arches, Canyonlands, 


Princess of Vancouver) } : 
he Colorado Rockies, California Zephyr 


Aspen, Denver, 


the Silverton) , : ; 
Lake Chelan and North Cascades National Park (Empire Builder, Cascade Tunne 


Journey Into Autumn (Aspen time in t 
TOURS FROM $159.00 PER PERSON (Priced from Tacoma-Seattle) 


September 19-29 


October 5-7 


; 60 miles by mail boat to Stehekin, peak fall colors) 


WE ARE RAIL SPECIALISTS. 


WE SELL TICKETS ON ALL CARRIERS. 


WE CAN ARRANGE CONNECTIONS FROM ANYWHERE. 


Each of the above tours will be fully escorted by our rail expert, Carl Fowler, who has traveled over 100,000 miles by train. 


PHONE (206) 572 5850 or write for our free 12 page catalog 


TRAVEL CENTER, INC. 
1 FOUNTAIN COURT 
1201 PACIFIC AVENUE 
TACOMA, WA 98402 


RRR ON eRe 
EXPRESS ADS 


MITRAK—VIA RAIL CANADA- EURAILPASS—OCEAN LINER CRUISES—RAIi TOURS. 
RAIL EXCURSIONS—CHARTER RAIL CARS. Arrangements by phone or appointment—use 
your credit card—tickets mailed promptly. A fully appointed travel agency with masters of 
os and rail travel. GREAT WESTERN TOURS, Sheraton Palace Hotel, Suite 90, 

639 Market Street, San Francisco CA 94105. (415) 298-2994. 


DINING CAR CHINA, ceeds silver, cloth. Piven tes. guicies, stationery, rules, metal 
& Pullman items, annual reports. Many railroads. Long 37¢ stamped envelope brings list. 
J. McClellan, 1752 S. Wichita, Wichita, KS 67213. Will buy items, 


GISELLE’S TRAVEL CORP at 1215 4th St. Sacramento CA 95814, Phone: (916) 446-1211 
fers rail tickets on AMTRAK—VIA (CANADA)—EURAILPASS along with tours and 
accommodations in cities to which you are traveling. Let Giselle’s help you take your 

next memorable rail trip 


1984 ESCORTED RAIL TOURS PROGRAM—STERNWHEELER TO THE OREGON COAST 
Apr28-30. Recreate steamboat days on the Columbia River-once only-Amtrak Seattle-Tacoma 
or Portland to Kelso, then sail to Astoria on the new Columbia River sternwheeler, 

THE COLUMBIA GORGE, with lunch included on board. Motorcoach to overnight 

stop on Longbeach at the Breakers, optional dinner at the Ark, acclaimed by James 

Beard. Breakfast Sunday at Shelburne Inn (optional), then motor the spectacular 

Oregon Coast, past Haystack Rock, Cascade Head, to Lincoln City, overnighting 

at Inn at Spanish Head, in oceanfront rooms. Monday return via Newport, 

Willamette Valley backroads, winery stop, Amtrak Portland to Seattle-Tacoma. 

$259.00 per person double, single supplement, $249.00 from Portland, 

inclusive of rail, boat, lunch day one, lodging, escort services, narrated commentary, 

luggage handling, taxes. Free brochure from: Travel Center, 1201 Pacific Ave., 

Tacoma WA 98402. (206) 572-5850. (206) 838-1314 from Seattle. NOTE: The 

MV COLUMBIA GORGE is an authentic sternwheeler, a copy of 1890’s Columbia River 
boats, 195 feet long, three decks, classic lines and appearance. 


1984 ESCORTED RAIL TOUR PROGRAM—PORTLAND ROSE PARADE_MT. HOOD_— 
COLUMBIA GORGE HOTEL. See the famous Grand Floral Rose Parade at Portland, 
second in the U.S. only to the Tournament of Roses in Pasadena. Amtrak Coast Starlight 
to Portland, overnight at historic, elegant Benson Hotel, Rose Parade Saturday, then 
motorcoach up magnificent Mt. Hi to Timberline Lodge, WPA National Historic 
Landmark Hotel, for tea and sightseeing, then to Hood River for overnight at Columbia 
Gorge Hotel, sister originally to the Portland Benson. National Historic Landmark 
Property, on cliffs three hundred feet over Columbia River. Elegant meals and 
antique-filled rooms. Breakfast included—nine courses—then return via P Inner Ltd 
line. $249.00 per person double, $40 single supplement, inclusive of rail, motorcoach, 
two nights lodging, tea at Timberline Lodge, breakfast banquet at Columbia Gorge 

Hotel, escort services, narrated commentary, luggage handling, taxes. Free brochure 
from: Travel Center, 1201 Pacific Avenue, Tacoma WA 98408 (206) 572-5850 

(206) 838-1314 from Seattle. One-time only JUNE 8-10, 1984. 
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